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OPINION

FRANK I5LAM

efore the Air Foree One

touched dowmn in Mumbal in

the wee howrs of Moverrber
§th, some in India stll sspected
whether President Barack Ohamais
& good afriend of ndia as ks laat
two predecessors, Hll Clinton and
Creorge W Bush.

Soime of the president's staternert
on the Kaslmmir sme dudrg the
2006 canpaign, his rmanced stand
on the Pakistani support for terror-
ism and his posiion on cutsorcing
of Arrerican jobs had therm wonder-
ing whether the presidents heart
wis at the right place when it came
to India.

But when his plane disappeared into
the Delhi slhes four morrentous
dage later, glidivg eastward o Indo-
nes &, ot only was the skepticiamin
Irdiagone, but he had conmected to
Irdia the same way Presiderts Clin-
tor and Bush did during their visits.
Fromapublicdiplomeacy stand peodt,
Chama's hdia trip tumed out to be
& ggnificant s any of the previous
five tripe by U8, presiderts.

Ferhaps, in the erd what won over
the lest remainrg skeptics in the
hest country wes the presidents
ringing erdomerrent of hdia’s kid
for a penmarent membership of
the United States Security Couneil.
"And we welcome India & it pre-
pares to take its seat on the Urnited
Natinns Security Counel,” Chama
said aldreming the joint session of
Indian parliarrent on Noverrber 8.
Those were perhape that sweetest

Obama’s Passage to India

17 words mary in ndia have heard
from aworld leader in alorg while.

As an emerging global power and a
country of 1.2 billion, various Indian
govermrents hawe male it clear
that the county warnts and deserves
asedt at the UNs high table. Until
nowsuccessive ULS, administr ations
have heen refusing to formally back
Irdiak claim.

In fact, pror to the wisit the Indian
media hes been speculating whether
Oharna would reverse the U5 pos-
tion. Onits part, the White Househad
been rmuum on the imue, apparently

not to steal the president’s thimder.

Ard what better stage could there
be to ammnre the U.S. support
than before a gatherirg of legidla-
tors representng the world's largest
dermocr acy?

Arpother imme that drew the ap-
plare of Indian parliaventarians
wis his statervent on Pakistan-based
terrorismdirected gz ainst Irdia. The
United States will, the president s=id,
"contirme 1o ireist to Paldstan'slead-
ers that terrorist sate havers within
their borders are unacceptable, and
that terrorists behind the Mumbal
attecks st be broyglht to justice.”

Many Indians had complained that
Waslhirgton wes not reiring in on
Idamabad despite India supply-
ing enowgh proof of the Padstan's
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complicity in the Moverber 2008
attecks in Murnbal by terrorsts that
traveled by mea from Karachi. At
le zst 173 people had lostlives in that
camsge. hdia hes also nplicated
Pakistanis in several terror attacks
on Indian soil,

Chama may not hawe gone far
enough incondenming Palastan, but
with Him finally addressing the issue
wes meer as an advance in his ad-
mriristr atonk position on the issue
of cross-border terrorism in India
It is not just what the president said
that made the visit a luge success;
the husires and defense deals con-
cluded durirg the trip were equally
significart.

Cne of India® longstanding de-
mards hes been the rermoval of 1e-
stricHons &g ainst defense and space -

related entities from India. The
mowe will Alow several entting edge
Indian msearch centers and enti-
tes, arrorg them Bharat Dynaics
Lid., Defense Research and Dewel-
oprrent Crgaization and Indian
Spare Research Crganization ac-
cems to senstive technology from the
Urited States.

For meany Americans, perhaps the
mecst significant acconplishrrent of
the visit—at lesstin the short term—
wis probably the bilateral commrer-
cial and defense deals amounced by
the president in Murba. U.S. firne
bazzed $10 hillion worth of exports
deals that are likely to create nearly
54,000 jobs in this country.

Though the deals are relatvely
modest, for Amenicas shggling
econonty, the new jobs could not
have corre at a better tire.

They are a pointer to the fiture.
As the White House pointed out
on Moverber 6th, the day Ohama
amomeed the srreements, hilat-
eral conmrerce hes been incressing
a great pace over the pest decade.
Cwer an eight-year period, from
2002 to 2009, American exports to
India quadnpled, ircressing from
jist over $4.1 billion to more than
$16 4 hillion.

India-1.5. rade is still a fracton of
Sino-Arrerican corrrmerce. Choods
from the United States scoowrt for
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orly a tenth of overall Indian im-
ports, and just two percent of UL.S.
exmports go to India As the presi-
dent pointed out, the hilateral trade
iz "stll one of encrrmous untapped
potential.”

As the two sides showed durirg the
presidertial wisit tapping that po-
tential would be akey goal tor hoth
sides in the years to come.

The success of Ohama'® wisit lied
in how the hoth sides getting down
to identifying the ares where they
were apart and addressivg them.
Before the trip many conmrentators
inIrdiawere predictng that Obama
not bring any “major deliverables™
or "hig-ticket itens,” such & the
U.5-India civil nuclear deal, which
wes President Georze W, Bush's gift
to India.

For Ohama, the joumey to India
turned out to be a personal trivmph.
To the Indians, he showed that he is
capahle to takirg the elaborship
hetween the two great dermocracies
to the neat level. T his conpatriots,
he dermnonstrated that the defeat of
hiz party in the nidterm elections
hae not had any effect on his ahility
to lead, at least wheniteomes to for-
eignrelations.
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