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Chinese Premier Wen's visit:
An opportunity missed

FRANK ISLAM

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao's recent visit to
MNew Dielhi omoe sgain served to highlight the
frctiows nature of the relvions between the
two giand Asian neightors and rising global
powers. Onher than dgmng a dew of business
deals, worth $16 kilBon., the two Sdes fadled o
r.l'n-:hl-:l.' any ﬁgrﬁﬁr.l.n! hmkllmnqﬂﬁ, or even
modest advanees, on the diplomatic front
duning the high-level halateml tnp,

Mot that amy key strategic deal was expected
while Wen was in India, given the state of their
relatiors, which for the past €x decades have
been charaderized by a lsdk of muieal trosi
and LI:I'H]‘L'I'ﬂiI.HI'J.i.ﬂR.

Ini Bact, on the eve of his premier’s visit, Chinn's
ambassador to Indis, Fhang Yan, had given o
fairly acourate summary of the tice. Speaking
with a candor that is nol normally assocated
with tog dEplomats, he termed the Sino-Indian
I.'h,'_':nﬁ"-'ﬂ':,' :rl'.ﬂﬁil.ll,! .ﬂnden.'::lrml'u:dnnmgednrd
i facult 1o r\vl.'r.|.'-|.i:|'.i

Wen landed in Delhi ot o time the chosm in
Sineo- IndBan ties was as wide o it has been in s
lomg timne, India bad beenincensed by a Chinese
foreign nunistry deasion, earber ths year, o
i separsie visas 1o Indian ciwens from
Anmachil Pradesh and Jammw and Knshmir-
the former & tembory thatl Ching daims as ils
pairt sincl the Iatter o regon Indin and Pokistan
berve bocn at loggerheads with ever ance they
both becarne independent in 1947,

Indba snnol be Gulved if it perosves the visa
meme a8 a challenge to s sovereignly over
these twiy states, Byven 1|'||.1|..|_!,|'| Mew Delha
wanted an assurance from Beiing that it would
ahandon the new visa poliey during the visit,
the Chinese weren't very cager to please the
hioesia,

Mew Dielhi, on its part, refused to retersie the
country’s suppart for *Omne-China® poliy-the
principle that there is only one China and

Tuiwan is part of that-in the jom stabement
meeued at the end of the vt In IJ'.r:T.n.d. auch a1
commiment has been astomary in olfical
communigqués chuning bilatern] visits,

In mclition bo the visn Bsue, SN progress was
made in resolving their big differences, which
have been weighing down their relations,
inchuding border disputes that predates India's
nclependence from Gireal Britain in 1947 and
the establishment of the People's Republic of
China in 1949,

China questions the legality of India's control
of Arunachal Pradesh, which became part of
the British India following a 1914 treaty it
sipned with Tibet. Another key territorial
rJ.i.qH.l.I!u = onver Aken Chimg now under Chinese
comtred mow, bat Indlia dndms it as part of its
sinte of Jammu snd Kashmir,

O both of these disputes, the two countries
have agreed to respect what they call the Line
of Adual Coatrol, the de facto border.
However, wathout & perminen resclution 1o
the border -ﬁ:pl.ﬂﬂ:, u-.l.rming of relssons 1=
highly unkkehy,

China’s biggest gripe against India, over the
decades, has boen Indias support for the
Tibetan spiritul leader Datan Lama, who has
been lnirg in exle in India since 1959 when be
flex] Tibet 'I'n||.-r.l.\.'i.'ng 1 fmled rebelBon there,
China’s backing of Pakislan is another big
irrtant in Sinc-Indian ties. Historiamlly, both
China and Pakistan have used each other asa
coumderacight to India in the neighborhood.
That strategy and Beapng's huge military axd 1o
Lslamabad and i help in bulding nuedear
infrstruciure aire seen |.'|:.' New Delhi s a
direct threat to it.

China and Pakistan are in the process of
comcduding a cvil mudear agroement similar 1o
the one India signed with the United States in
B, Omce completed the deal would allow
China to supply nudenr renctors to Pakistan to
meet the Intter’s energy needs. There is

coreerm in India, which is shared by the West,
thist the uJ::-[mlinn rn.i.ghl nol be mied to
the anvilian mudear space.

Apart from these three issues, n fourth front of
discord was opencd in recent years. China's
atempts to dvert waters of rivers originating
in the Tibetan Plateaw, induding that of
Brahmputra, has alarmed Indis and another
neaghbor, Bangladesh. Building of dams on the
which 5 ale alled Tsangpo-
Brohmnpautrn, in upper fiparian wrens in Tibst
will reduce the flow of water to the
northeastern part of India and Bangladesh,
where the river is a Gfelie for tens of millions
of people.

Fven on Wlateral trade, the one area whens
their cooperntion has inerensed manifold i
the past demde, there is 0 growing concem in
Iniia that China is benefiting more from the
trade than India. Currently, India's trade
imbalanos with China s roughly $30 billion
Anather um-l:r_g;'tr.g saew in India is that China is
I'n:h:u.u'nﬁ_ all s emErgy on I'u:s:ﬂ:l.'n'qa COOMOMEC
relations with Indin, and not making sy effon
1o solve territorial disputes and other
differcnoes as a strategic ploy.

Om Inda's campaign 1o become a permanenl
member of the UN Secunty Coundl, China
wass reludnnt to E:in,: 1 full endorsement rh..u'i:ng
the pn.'rrl.'il.'r's 'I.r.ir.!. Umne al the few r.pJ.ﬂnI.'if"Lﬂhle
gains of the visit was the opening of & hotline
between him and Priste Ministor Singh.

That very Eitle progress was made on ary of
the sontentious mes dunng the vist was quite
disnppointing, High-level trips such ns the one
the premier undertook are not everyday
CTUITENCES,

What's more, they even seemed to heve taken
a step back, when one compares this visil to the
Chiness lesder’s previous trp te Dedha in Apnl
08, Dumng that top, the two nations had
sgned o series of ngreements 1o address the
sariows bilnternl disagreements. That visit also

river,
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iriggered the twoaway trade, which now stands
al 840 hallion.
For now, it appears the unsasy coexsbenos,
which hns been the hallmork of their relations
for the past severnd decndes, will continus to
defime the India-Ching ties, There are mamy
reasors why status quo-being mdifferent 1o
each other and stalemate on conbentious
Tsgapenas ol p::-c:d far bath -:-cnmh'i::, which
share a 210-mile border, which 15 dghily
longer than the 1.5 -Mexoo border amd six
anid a half tires bigger than the one Chirma and
Pakistan have,

ith baoth nations firmly on the path 1w
becoming major global powers-China has
.ﬂhmd_-.' beoome one I'.l_'.' mcesl defingtions.Sino.
Indinn ties hove sgnificence beyond Asia,
Indifference to each and, what's worse,
hosstility, even if it i a low-level one, will be
damaging for both econommies, as they will
hamper bilateral trade, which is expeded 10
reach S000 bilhion in the nest five yers,
.'\.]rn.-md}' the world is -.'m'l.d'linp: with 1.'n|.'r.|i|:|.:|1iru'|
a8 Indin and Ching are competing in other
parts of the world, especally Africa, for cnergy
and other natural resowrces to feed their
economaes thal are growing al break-nedk
speed. For thousands of vears, the dragon and
the :'Iep'l'mnl: Ived without any npparent
cnmify. Now, for the sake of the world, and for
their oam people, the two need to mend their
femoes.
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